Family Worship Workshop:
How to lead God-centered devotions in your home.

Session #3: What makes a devotion time God-Centered?

Group Role Play: Divide into two groups. Each group should pick a set of “parents” to lead the Bible discussion. Read the story of David and Goliath from a children’s Bible. The first set of parents should lead a discussion that emphasizes David’s example of bravery as a model for the children.  The second set of parents should emphasize what this story says about God.

· What made the second devotion better? 

· What are some results if you only taught the Bible the first way?

· Are both methods valid forms of talking about the Bible? Which should take precedence?

· How might a child raised only on the first type of teaching relate to God?

· Using “moral principles” versus “theological principles” to transfer the meaning into modern life.

· Read 1 Samuel 17:45-47. In light of this verse who is the real hero of this story. 
Debriefing Assignment #2: When & where did you have family devotions? How did your children react? What were some challenges you encountered?
How-To Principal #3: One Big Question – what does this say about God?
One simple method to keep a Bible discussion God-centered is to focus on the one big question: What does this say about God? See handout for some themes to bring out in discussing the one big question.

Assignment #3: Practice READ – PRAY – SING. This time add the one big question after the Bible reading. The children may make other observations that are true about the text. Affirm their answer but redirect the conversation to the one big question. Keep the discussion short; don’t feel like you have to bring out every detail. Be prepared to report back about your experience.

Family Worship Workshop:
How to lead God-centered devotions in your home.

Handout Session #3: Key Themes to Teach Children

GOD IS THE ONE TRUE GOD

GOD MADE EVERYTHING
(GOD IS THE MAKER AND OWNER OF ALL THINGS)

GOD IS GREATER THAN ANYONE 
(God is the greatest there is!)
GOD IS IN CHARGE OF EVERYTHING 
(He is the boss of everything)
GOD CAN DO ANYTHING 
(Nothing is too hard for God)
GOD DOESN’T NEED ANYTHING

GOD IS HOLY 
(God has never sinned and never will sin… not even one time)
GOD IS EVERYWHERE

GOD IS GOOD

GOD NEVER CHANGES

GOD IS FAITHFUL 
(He always does what He says He will do; God always keeps His promises)
GOD IS MERCIFUL 
(He is kind and loving)
GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING

GOD IS JUST 
(God is right in all He does; God is “fair”)
FAITH PLEASES GOD

GOD COMMUNICATES WITH MAN 
(God speaks to us)
JESUS IS MY FRIEND

JESUS/GOD HEARS US WHEN WE PRAY

Family Worship Workshop:
How to lead God-centered devotions in your home.

Handout Session #3: Group Role Play

Group Role Play: Divide into two groups. Each group should pick a set of “parents” to lead the Bible discussion. Read the story of David and Goliath from a children’s Bible. 

Group Leader #1: As the story is read, write down all the ways David is an example of being brave. When you discuss the story with your children make a big deal of David. Encourage the children that they can be like David if they only try so hard to be brave like him. Use “moral principles” to transfer the story into modern life. Here is an example:

· Wasn’t David a brave little boy? Just imagine a little boy fighting a giant – and winning! No wonder God made him the King because he was so brave. 

· God wants us to be brave just like David. We know we can do big things because David did big things.

Add your thoughts here:

Group #2: As the story is read, write down all the things this story teaches us about God. When you discuss the story with your children make a big deal about God as the real hero. Encourage children that they can trust God to fight their battles. Use “theological principles” to transfer the story into modern life. Here is an example: 

· How could a little boy defeat a giant? Not by his own strength. God did it. God defeated Goliath to show how strong he is. God used little David to show that he honors the humble person.

· God wants us to trust him just like David. We can do big things because we have a big God who likes to show his glory.

Add your thoughts here:

